
 

 

Osher Günsberg puts hearing loss front and centre ahead of 
Hearing Awareness Week 2018 

The Shepherd Centre centre signs new ambassador 
View video here: https://youtu.be/WR5Z1rDE0Cc 

Embargoed until Sunday 25th February 2018 (0:00am) (Hearing Awareness Week – 25th Feb to 3rd 

March) - Australian television presenter and podcaster Osher Günsberg, best known as the host of 

the Australian reality TV franchise The Bachelor, The Bachelorette and Bachelor in Paradise, has 

signed on as an ambassador for leading children’s charity The Shepherd Centre ahead of Hearing 

Awareness Week 2018. 

Having personally lived with Tinnitus (a form of hearing loss) since his late teens, Günsberg says he is 
proud to get behind an organisation that provides crucial early intervention support for children 
experiencing hearing loss. 
 
 “I know firsthand what it’s like to be in a room full of people but still feel alone because you can’t 
hear what they are saying. It can be isolating to have hearing loss as an adult – and I can’t imagine 
what that would be like for a small child,” said Günsberg. “The Shepherd Centre helps kids with 
hearing loss learn how to listen and speak and I’m really proud to be supporting their work.” 
 
“Living with hearing loss, I’ve also seen how much it impacts the people around me – including 
family. When I don’t have my hearing aids in, either I can’t hear what they are saying at all or my 
brain makes up the words which as you can imagine really throws off our communication,” said 
Günsberg. 
 
The Shepherd Centre has opened up a world of sound for more than 2,000 children and their 
families since its foundation.  Many of these children are born profoundly deaf and, without early 
intervention, would not be able to hear their parents tell them they love them nor would they be 
able to verbally communicate with their family and friends. 
 
Günsberg’s role as ambassador will include supporting various initiatives in 2018 hosted by The 
Shepherd Centre including Hearing Awareness Week (25 February – 3 March) and Loud Shirt Day in 
(October).  
 
For Hearing Awareness Week 2018 Günsberg and The Shepherd Centre are encouraging parents to 
be aware of the signs of hearing loss and to take the easy online quiz if they think their child might 
be showing symptoms.  
 
“Because of a place like The Shepherd Centre, Australian children born with hearing loss can live 
rich, fulfilling lives where they contribute to the community.  With early intervention support, these 
children are able to enter mainstream schools with speech and language skills as good as their 
hearing classmates. These are remarkable, world leading outcomes and I’m really grateful to play a 
part in supporting these children and their families,” said Günsberg. 
 
Jim Hungerford, Chief Executive Officer of The Shepherd Centre, said Günsberg’s firsthand 
experience with hearing loss make him a fantastic and passionate advocate for The Shepherd 
Centre.  

https://youtu.be/WR5Z1rDE0Cc
http://shepherdcentre.org.au/hearingquiz/


 

“Given Osher’s personal experience with hearing loss he is truly a remarkable role model for children 
with hearing loss and we are excited to have him on board. He is a stellar example of what can be 
achieved by someone with hearing loss in a career where speech and language skills are crucial. By 
helping raise awareness of the availability of early intervention support, he is inspiring the next 
generation to chase their dreams – in any field. Hearing loss doesn’t have to be a barrier to success,” 
said Hungerford.  

To hear more from Osher about why he is supporting The Shepherd Centre please visit: 

https://youtu.be/WR5Z1rDE0Cc. 

Deafness affects one in 1,000 Australian babies born each year. The growing number of children 
graduating from The Shepherd Centre’s world-leading program reflects the increasing demand for 
early intervention support for childhood hearing loss across NSW, ACT and Tasmania.  

Many people don’t realise it costs around $20,000 per year to provide essential early 
intervention therapy to help these children to reach their full potential.  More than 300 children 
will access this life changing therapy at The Shepherd Centre in 2018.  

As a charity organisation, The Shepherd Centre relies heavily on public donations to fund over 
half of this cost. To help The Shepherd Centre continue its life-changing programs for children 
and young people with hearing loss, visit www.shepherdcentre.org.au or call 1800 020 030. 
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For more information, interviews or for media enquiries regarding contact: 

Jo Wallace     Ishtar Schneider    
The Shepherd Centre    Palin Communications 
jo.wallace@shepherdcentre.org.au   ishtar@palin.com.au  
0407 201 394     02 9412 2255 / 0422 944 023 
 

About The Shepherd Centre: 

The Shepherd Centre is a NSW-based not-for-profit organisation specialising in early intervention to help children with 
hearing loss develop spoken language skills. 
 
Since its foundation, The Shepherd Centre has opened up a world of sound for more than 2,000 deaf children. The 
organisation is recognised as a world leader in the field of early intervention Auditory-Verbal Therapy, providing families 
with assistance to develop their child’s spoken language, so they can reach their full potential. 

The Shepherd Centre relies heavily upon fundraising and donations to support over 500 Australian families who turn to 
them for help each year. Funds raised by The Shepherd Centre help give deaf and hearing impaired children access to 
critical therapy support to help them learn to listen and speak, and to reach their full potential in the classroom – and in 
life.  
 
More information: https://www.shepherdcentre.org.au/  
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